44 BURNING OF HUMAN BEINGS IN THE FIRES CHAP, vn

the conception appears to be not unknown.1 Whereas
the popular faith in the transformation of witches into
animals is so general and deeply rooted, and the fear of
these uncanny beings is so strong, that it seems safer to
suppose that the cats and other animals which were burnt in
the fire suffered death as embodiments of witches than that
they perished as representatives of vegetation-spirits.

Christopher Hartknoch, Alt und Neues
Preussen (P'rankfort and Leipsic,
1684), pp. 143, 163. Serpents played
an important part in the worship of
Demeter, but we can hardly assume
that they were regarded as embodi-
ments of the goddess. See Spirits of
the Corn and of the Wild, ii. 17 sq.

1 For example, in China the spirits
of plants are thought to assume the form
of snakes oftener than that of any other
animal. Chinese literature abounds with
stories illustrative of such transforma-
tions. See J. J. M. de Groot, The Re-
ligious System of' C/ima, iv. (Leyden,
1901) pp. 283-286. In Siam the spirit
of the takhien tree is said to appear

sometimes in the shape of a serpent
and sometimes in that of a woman.
See Adolph Bastian, Die Voelker des
Oestlichen Asien, iii. (Jena, 1867) p.
251. The vipers that haunted the
balsam trees in Arabia were regarded
by the Arabs as sacred to the trees
(Pausanias, ix. 28. 4); and once in
Arabia, when a wood hitherto un-
touched by man was burned down to
make room for the plough, certain
white snakes flew out of it with loud
lamentations. No doubt they were
supposed to be the dispossessed spirits
of the trees. See J. Wellhausen,
Reste Arabischen ffeidentums* (Berlin,
1897), pp. 108 sq.